
English 8 

Name           Period   Date    

Isn’t it ironic? 

 

 
Irony 

 

A contrast between expectation and reality 
 

 
 

Verbal Irony 
 

 

A contrast between what is said and what is really meant 
Example: 

When someone looks out the window, sees heavy rain  
and says, sarcastically, “What a beautiful day!” 

 

 
 

Situational  
Irony 

 
 

 

What happens in a given situation is very different than what is expected 
Examples: 

A police station is robbed. 
A Facebook post argues that Facebook is useless. 

The Miami Dolphins win the Super Bowl. 
 

 
 

Dramatic Irony 
 

 

The audience knows something a character does not know 
Example: 

The protagonist approaches the scary, old mansion  
and we know the villain is there waiting. 

 

 

Analyzing Irony in “The Ransom of Red Chief” 

 
Verbal Irony 

 

 
When someone says the opposite of what they mean 

 

 
 
Explain why this 
is an example 
of verbal irony. 
 
 
 

“There was a town down there, as flat as a pancake, and called Summit, of 
course” (Henry 1). 
 
A summit is the highest point of a hill or mountain, which is an ironic 

name for the town because the landscape is totally flat.  It is the 

opposite of a summit. 
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How does old 
Dorset use a 
touch of verbal 
irony in his 
response? 
Consider his 
tone. 
 

 
When old Dorset refers to the kidnappers as “gentlemen” and then 

closes with “very respectfully”, he is being ironic.  They are not 

gentlemen and he most likely has no respect for them. 

There is also irony in his tone when he says, “I think you are a little 

high in your demands”, followed by an offer to have the kidnappers 

pay him. 

 

 
Situational  

Irony 
 

 
What happens in a given situation is the opposite what is expected 

 
 

Explain why this 
is an example 
of situational 
irony 

“‘If you don’t behave,’ says I, ‘I’ll take you straight home.’” (Henry 6). 
 
This captures the situational irony in the entire story.  A child should 

be desperate to go home in this situation, but Johnny is just the 

opposite, and the kidnappers use the threat of taking him home to try 

to show they have some control over the situation. 

 
 

Find one more 
quote that 
represents the 
situational 
irony in this 
story. 
 

 
See the next page for a list of possible examples… 

 
Dramatic Irony 
 

 
The audience knows something a character does not know 

 

 
Explain why this 
is an example 
of dramatic 
irony.  Why 
does the author 
create this 
irony? 
 

“…Bill wabbled out into the little glade in front of the cave.  Behind him 
was the kid, stepping softly like a scout, with a broad grin on his face.” 
(Henry 8). 
 

Poor Bill thinks he’s rid of Johnny, but the reader (the audience) 

knows the boy is still standing behind him.  The author is using this 

example of dramatic irony to add humor.   It also builds some suspense 

as the reader waits to see how Bill will react when he realizes the boy is 

still there. 

 

Can you think of an example of irony that you’ve experienced in your own life?  Briefly 

describe it below. 

I don’t use Facebook myself, but I have friends and family who do.  One friend shared a post she 

read that went on for several paragraphs, all talking about how Facebook was now the worst social 

networking platform and should be shut down (yet, they were still clearly using it) . 
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A Few examples of irony in “The Ransom of Red Chief” 

I do not explain each because it is more helpful to you if you think about why the examples are 

ironic.  I do include some notes on examples that are a little more complex. 

 “The kid was in the street, throwing rocks at a kitten…” (I hope that’s situational irony!) 

 “Yes, sir, that boy seemed to be having the time of his life” (situational irony) 

 “Now and then he would let out a war whoop that made Old Hank the Trapper (Bill) 

shiver” (situational irony) 
 

 “I hate to go to school” (situational irony ) 

 “You won’t take me back home again, Snake-eye, will you?” (situational irony) 

 “I never had such fun in all my life.” (situational irony) 

 “We weren’t afraid he’d run away.” (situational irony) 

 “Red Chief was sitting on Bill’s chest, with one hand twined in Bill’s hair…realistically 

trying to take Bill’s scalp” (situational irony) – Any quote in which Johnny is tormenting 

Bill would serve as situational irony; there are several. 
 

 “I wasn’t nervous or afraid; but I sat up and leaned against a rock” (verbal irony) 

 “What I saw was a peaceful landscape dotted with one man plowing with a dun mule.  

Nobody was dragging the creek; no couriers dashed hither and yon, bringing tidings of 

now news to the distracted parents” (situational irony, especially from the perspective of 

the kidnappers) 
 

 “There don’t seem to be much excitement around Summit on account of his 

disappearance…Anyhow, he’ll be missed today.” (situational irony)  Even though this is 

spoken by one of the character, it’s the fact that the situation is the opposite that makes it 

ironic.  Same really believes they’ll miss him today, so he means what he says.) 
 

 “I didn’t mean to hurt Old Hank” (verbal irony)  Yes, he did. 

 “Bill begged me tearfully to make the ransom fifteen hundred dollars instead of two 

thousand” (situational irony) 
 

 “It sounds harmless to me” – referring to the game Johnny wants to play (dramatic irony) 

We know, or at least we should suspect, it won’t be harmless. 

 
 

 “You bring Johnny home and pay me two hundred and fifty dollars in cash, and I agree to 

take him off your hands” (situational irony) 
 

 “Just at that moment when I should have been abstracting the fifteen hundred dollars 

from the box under the tree, according to the original proposition, Bill was counting out 

two hundred and fifty dollars into Dorset’s hand.” (situational irony) 

 


